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2. The system runs on a PDP 11/45 computer and can 
support up to 16 terminal users. These users are both inside and 
outside t he Agency . Six terminals outside the Agency are now on 


line with 


and the other ten will be connected to various 


customers within the next few months. Addition al custom ers beyond 
those 16 are interested in acquiring access to 


3. 


The data files currently 


in 


are : 


b. Articles and notes which have appeared in the 
"Weekly Situation Report on International Terrorism". Thus far 
the file contains the full texts of this publication from 1978 
to present, and within the next few months all issues back to 
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by a Keyword index system and by scan. This file 
friendly" with a quick response time. It should 
current word processing system. It should print 
copies of the articles/notes. 
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events 

retrievable by a Keyword rrria ex sys tem and by scan. 


should be merged with NFAC's 
retriev e summaries either by l 
coded variable system 


Chronological summary descriptions of terrorist 

This is also in full text and is 

This file 

Jsvste m. We will be able to 
\ keyword or scan or by 


Parts of this will be available to 
customers outside CIA, The summaries should be printed on good 
quality paper, and we should be able to "send" summaries to users 
via the computer system. 


The 


system must be upgraded and expanded. As 
the size of the three files currently in| |have been in- 

creased the query reponse time has increased appreciably and will 
continue to do so as the size increases. Response time will also 
increase as more terminals come on line. Mor eover, we have need 
for additional data files to better serve our users. 


5. Expansion and upgrading of the system would add the 
following capabilities: 


a. Response time for crisis management situations 
would be significantly improved. Currently, the response time is 
approximately three minutes. A maximum of 30 seconds is desired. 
The system would also provide priority processing to a selected 
group of users. 
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b. The system would be available on a 24-hour basis, 
seven days a week. 

c. A backup system in case the primary system goes 
down would be provided. 

d. Sufficient storage space and quick response time 
would be provided to allow for an orderly expansion of existing 
files and addition of new ones. 

e. The capacity to accommodate the connection of up 
to 32 external terminals would be provided. 

f. The user would be provided the capability to make 
ad hoc queries of the data base. The query language would be 
"user friendly" and easily learned by the unsophisticated user. 
Query by example procedures would be provided. 
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g. The system would have the capability and space to 
process statistical data. 

h. The system would have the capacity and capability 
to accommodate and process specially designed models of different 
aspects of international terrorism. 


i. The system would have a charting and graphing 
capability. 
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7. The system would include capacity to allow for addition 
of other files which would be added as need arises. 
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9. Although the a bove desc ribes how we currently envision 
an upgraded and expanded I I system, we would be very inter- 

ested in your thoughts on this system, for perhaps there are im- 
portant features which could be added which we have not foreseen. 
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10. Terrorism has become a major global issue to which the 
current administration has directed much attention. The | I 25X1 

system must be significantly upgraded and expanded on an urgent 
basis to meet a broad spectrum of demands from the policy level, 
analytic level, and tactical level. 
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